United States History
Mr. Soliday
Welcome to U.S. History. In this class we will be studying our nation’s history from just after the Civil War to the present. Our focus is to better understand several subtopics of U.S History: Civics, Economics, History, Geography and Social Studies.  We will apply and differentiate between these subtopics as we examine specific periods of U.S. History. Your tests and subsequent scores will be based on your understanding and application of these subtopics to specific thematic periods of U.S. History. The thematic periods we will be examining will include:

1. Foundations 


2. Reconstruction


3. Expansion West, Indian Wars.


4. Industrialism


5. Immigration


6. Progressive Movement


7. World War One


8. Great Depression


9. WWII


10. Cold War


11. Vietnam


12. Civil Rights Movement


13. Contemporary History: 70’s, 80’s, 90’s
Your course work will consist of several presentations, projects, short papers, article summaries, tests, quizzes, worksheets, bellringers, and other things that we think up over the year. We will be conducting one major project called a Classroom Based Assessment or CBA. We will be discussing this project and its requirements within the next three weeks. 

Grading Policy:


Grades will divided into two categories: Goal Four assignments, and Evaluative Assessments. Goal Four assignments will include: bell ringers, short assignments, participation, small group work, progress checks, and various other assignments… this category will be worth 20% of your grade. Evaluative Assessments will include: tests, quizzes, debates, and presentations, and will be worth 80% of your overall grade. Evaluative assessments will be categorized in one of five social studies skill sets: History, Civics, Economics, Geography, and Social Studies
Grading standards are as follows:


100 – 93% = A


92.99 – 90% = A-


89.99 – 87% = B+


86.99 – 83% = B


82.99 – 80% = B-


79.99 – 77% = C+


76.99 – 73% = C


72.99 – 68% = C-


67.99 and lower = F
Bell Ringer Bonus
1. AT THE BEGINNING OF THE QUARTER ALL STUDENTS WILL BE GIVEN 15 POINTS EXTRA CREDIT, THAT WILL SERVE AS A BELL RINGER BANK.

2. THERE WILL BE NO MAKE-UP FOR ANY REASON OTHER THAN SCHOOL RELATED ABSENCES. PEOPLE WHO ARE TARDY WILL NOT DO BELL MAKE-UP.

3. ALL BELL RINGERS MUST BE DATED.
4. STUDENTS WHO ATTEMPT TO TURN IN BELL RINGERS FOR DAYS THAT THEY WERE TARDY OR ABSENT WILL FORFEIT POINTS. BE HONEST.

5. STUDENTS WHO HAVE NOT MISSED DAYS, OR HAVE NOT BEEN TARDY DURING THE QUARTER WILL RETAIN THOSE BELL RINGER POINTS AS BONUS POINTS.
6. BELL RINGER REMINDERS WILL STAY IN-EFFECT FOR STUDENTS WHO NEED HELP FOCUSING ON THEIR WORK AT THE BEGINNING OF CLASS.
